[image: image1.jpg]
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www.midwestapologetics.org

Welcome to the first ever Midwest Apologetics newsletter.  Each month we will keep you informed on the latest news concerning the ministry.  In this first edition, I want to introduce you to Midwest Apologetics.

Who We Are
Midwest Apologetics is a ministry started by Tim Chaffey in April 2005.  We are devoted to upholding and defending the authority, inerrancy, and infallibility of the Word of God.  Our mission is twofold: 1) to train Christians how to defend the faith “once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3) and 2) to convince unbelievers that God’s Word is true and lead them to place their faith in Christ alone.  We hope to encourage Christians throughout the Upper Midwest (Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, Illinois) by demonstrating the trustworthiness of God’s Word.  

Currently, Midwest Apologetics is run on a volunteer basis and there are no plans for making this a full-time ministry.  Tim is the primary speaker, web designer, writer, and reviewer (more about Tim in a minute).  

Josh Hickok is a philosopher-extraordinaire-in-training.  He has written articles for the website in the area of epistemology and has also done some book reviews.  Josh will be a full-time student (sophomore) at Emmaus Bible College this Fall and will continue to write in his spare time.  He will also be getting married on August 13 to Alissa Grindle.  We are confident that our Lord will use this godly young couple in a powerful way and are excited to see what happens.  Josh will be our primary philosophy guy.


Joe Westbrook is majoring in Microbiology and Biochemistry at the University of Wisconsin – La Crosse.  He has also contributed some articles and book reviews.  We expect Joe to be our go-to-guy in the area of science.

Please pray that God will provide opportunities for Midwest Apologetics to boldly proclaim the truth of His Word and that He will prepare the hearts and minds of unbelievers who will hear the message.  

Upcoming Events

Tim will be speaking at the following churches in the coming month:

June 26 – Grace Church / Viroqua, WI / 10:30 AM

July 12 – Grace Evangelical Free Church / Stewartville, MN / 10:30 AM

(see website for more details)

What Have I Been Up To? By Tim Chaffey

Hello everyone!  I have not spoken to some of you for years.  Others hear me quite a bit and will be familiar with much of the following.  For those of you that have not heard from me in a while, here’s an update of what God has been doing in my life since 2000.

I returned to school at Minnesota Bible College (now Crossroads College) in August 2000 to complete my Bachelor of Science degree, which I earned in May 2002.  Earlier that year, I accepted a pastorate at a rural church in Southwestern Wisconsin.  God taught me many things while I was there and He allowed me to be effective in reaching people (especially youth) with the Gospel message.  While I was there I began to teach Bible classes at Cornerstone Christian Academy in Viroqua.  I also taught Creation, Logic, College Prep, and Apologetics.  I served as the Dean (or co-Dean) for two very successful Senior High weeks at Christian Harbor Youth Camp (2003, 2004).  During that time, I worked on a Master of Arts in Biblical and Theological Studies degree.  As you can see, I have been quite busy over the past five years.  I have had some great times and some difficult times but God has always been faithful to carry me through.
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I have been married to Casey for 8½ years now and we have two beautiful children: Kayla (7) and Judah (2).  We currently reside in Viroqua, WI but will be moving to the Dubuque, IA area next month.  I have accepted a science teacher position at Tri-State Christian School in Galena, IL.  I will be teaching the 7 – 12 grade science classes as well as an elective in Creation.  On May 13, I graduated from Luther Rice Seminary (Atlanta, GA) with a M.A. in Biblical and Theological Studies (see picture).  Who would have thought that I would actually enjoy going to school?  I am contemplating working toward an M.Div. w/Apologetics from Southern Evangelical Seminary and then on to a Ph.D. in Theology.  I would love to be a professor at a Bible College or Seminary some day but we will have to wait and see what God has in store for us.  Until then, I plan to serve Him wholeheartedly.

God has given me a strong desire to study and defend His Word.  I thank Him for the opportunities He has already given me and pray that I will continue to be faithful with what He gives.  I am really looking forward to the opportunities I will have to work with young people at Tri-State this school year.  My first love in teaching is Theology and Apologetics (especially Creation).  I really enjoy science but am not as well trained in this area.  This will give me an opportunity to increase my scientific knowledge and make me an even better apologist.  

I hope this newsletter finds each of you well.  I am looking forward to hearing from each one of you and maybe even seeing you while I am out speaking for Midwest Apologetics.

May God bless you in all you do!

Website Update
The website is up and running (www.midwestapologetics.org).  It has been up since April 20 but I waited until now to send out this first newsletter because I was not satisfied with it.  I think I have worked out most of the kinks and just need to continue adding articles and reviews.  I plan to update the site daily during the summer.  Please check it out and let me know what you think.

Some of the featured articles in the past month:

Intelligent Design? Yes!  Intelligent Defense? Not Really! by Tim Chaffey

The Kalam Cosmological Argument by Josh Hickok

Does the Bible Condone Abortion? By Tim Chaffey

The God of the Big Bang is NOT the God of the Bible by Tim Chaffey

Some of the featured reviews in the past month:

Apologetics to the Glory of God by John M. Frame (reviewed by Tim Chaffey)

Refuting Compromise by Dr. Jonathan Sarfati (reviewed by Tim Chaffey)

Star Wars (Episodes I – VI) by Tim Chaffey

If you want to stretch your mind a bit, be sure to check out the theology paper of the month:

The Hardening of Pharaoh’s Heart by Tim Chaffey

At this time we have two of our talks available for download in mp3 format.

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ: Fact or Fiction by Tim Chaffey

Did God Really Create Everything in Six Literal Days? (Part One and Part Two) by Tim Chaffey 

If you have any questions, comment, concerns, corrections, ideas, etc., please email us and let us know.  Thank you!
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