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Welcome to the monthly Midwest Apologetics newsletter.  Each issue is designed to keep you informed on the latest news concerning the ministry and provide timely articles to help strengthen your faith.  Be sure to check out our website for articles, book reviews, and answers to some of the tough questions concerning the Christian faith.
Christian Public School Teacher Makes Headlines
     Meet David Paszkiewicz.  He’s a high school history teacher in Kearny, New Jersey.  You may have heard of him. 

     Three weeks ago, I had the opportunity to meet with David to talk about the incident that made him the target of numerous websites dedicated to attacking Christianity.  What did David do that angered these folks so much?  He dared to answer some of his students’ questions about his Christian faith during class.  

     During the first week of classes of the 2006-2007 school year, Mr. Paszkiewicz and his history class made national headlines.  Knowing that Mr. Paszkiewicz also worked with the youth group at his church, the students began to ask questions about their teacher’s belief in the Bible.  Little did he know, one particular student was recording everything.  In fact, this student directed much of the discussion with his questions.  This same student is an atheist whose dad is a lawyer and member of a secular humanist free thought society.  This student is lauded by many of these websites as a hero.  It seems to me that they are following in the footsteps of Michael Newdow, the Sacramento atheist activist who sued to have the words "under God" removed from the pledge of allegiance.

     What these sites do not mention is that this same student had already caused several problems at the school.  For example, he tried to get a janitor reprimanded because the janitor was “violating his free speech” by not allowing the student to vandalize school lockers with political stickers that would damage the paint.  He refused to stand during the pledge of allegiance and rather than quietly objecting, he rustled papers and was disruptive.  While in Junior High, he protested the school’s dress code by wearing what he called a gothic gown, although most would call it a dress.  These comments are not made to disparage the student but to show that he was not an innocent victim that had Christian beliefs shoved down his throat as many of these websites portray.  (Rather than citing any particular website I would invite you to just run a search for "David Paszkiewicz" and you will see exactly what I mean.)  

     Two particular quotes landed David in hot water.  He criticized the Big Bang theory because it claims to be a theory of the origin of the universe but the one thing the Big Bang does not explain is the origin of the universe.  It never explains where the matter in the singularity came from.  Of course, some people just cannot tolerate a public teacher’s critique of the Big Bang.  This comment caused an astrophysicist to write to the New York Times that Kearny’s students were going to be “ignorant and scientifically illiterate.”

     The other quote was perhaps even more controversial in our “tolerant” society.  After being asked why God would send unbelievers to hell, Mr. Paszkiewicz said, “[Jesus] did everything in his power to make sure that you could go to heaven, so much so that he took your sin on his own body, suffered your pains for you and he’s saying, “Please accept me, believe me.”  If you reject that, you belong in hell.  The outcome is your prerogative.  But the way I see it, God himself sent his only son to die for David Paszkiewicz on that cross…And if you reject that, then it really is to hell with you.”  

     It’s easy to see why this statement caused such a firestorm and many who hold similar views would argue that he should not have said this in class.  Nevertheless, since David was never given a fair shake in the media, I thought I would allow him to give his side of the story.  I received an unpublished article from David along with permission to post on the website.  (Please visit the website for the rest of this story.)
Is Evolution Rational?
     Evolutionists like to think that science supports their position on origins.  We are often told that evolution is a proven fact.  Many people fail to recognize the irrationality of this position.  If our brains are simply the products of the random mixing of chemicals and our thoughts come from our brains (according to the evolutionists) then our thoughts must be the result of random, chance processes.  How can we be sure that our thinking is even rational?  
     For the evolutionist, is it possible to conceive of something being true or false or right or wrong?  Where do these concepts come from?  Speaking of concepts, evolution cannot explain these, because all things must be explained from a materialistic perspective.  Yet our thoughts are not material.  To build their case, evolutionists must borrow ideas from other worldviews, such as Christianity and its notion that we live in an orderly universe which follows laws given by a Lawgiver.  
     Evolution cannot explain why there are natural laws rather than just random events.  It cannot explain where matter came from.  It cannot explain the origin of intelligence.  It cannot satisfactorily explain the origin of life, planets, moons, stars, and galaxies.  There are many other fatal problems with this view yet we are told that the evolutionary theory is the best explanation available.  They must have forgotten the first sentence of the Bible – “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” 

Upcoming Events
     Below is a list of the places Tim will be speaking at in the coming months.  If you would like to have Tim speak at your church, school, camp, etc., please visit our “Contact” page to reach us.  
November 16-17 – Living Waters Bible Camp / Westby, WI (two or three talks at Creation Apologetics conference w/ Buddy Davis of Answers in Genesis)
November 18 – Grace Church / Viroqua, WI (Leukemia and the Lord)

January 18-20, 2008 – Bethel Baptist Church / Green Bay, WI (several talks at Worldview conference)

Miscellaneous
     As always, if you have any questions, comment, concerns, corrections, ideas, prayer requests, etc., please email us and let us know.  Also, thank you for your prayers.  Please continue to keep us in your prayers throughout this month.

     Do you know of anyone who would enjoy receiving our newsletter?  If so, would you consider forwarding it to them and ask them to visit the website and sign up for the monthly mailing?

     If you would like to be removed from this mailing, please click here and send a blank email.
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